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March 9, 1800 556 

disease hospital situate in an open farming district and occupying a 
reservation of 113 acres. The sick are removed from the infected ves- 
sel in her own boats, and are landed at a special jetty belonging to the 
lazaretto. The vessel is then disinfected. Infected textile fabrics are 
removed to the disinfecting plant connected with the contagious-disease 
hospital and are disinfected by live steam. The living compartments of 
the vessel are disinfected by being washed down by hand with a 1-1000 
solution of perchloride of mercury, followed by exposure to S0 2 gener- 
ated from liquid sulphur dioxide, 7 pounds being used to every 5,000 
cubic feet of air space. 

The water tanks are disinfected with permanganate of potash. No 
use as yet has been made here of formalin for disinfection. Cargo 
spaces and cargo, are in general considered incapable of conveying 
infection, although I am informed that at times certain classes of freight 
from an infected port may be refused shipment. 

At the completion of the process of disinfection, the vessel and crew 
are released. The names and addresses of the crew are taken and they 
are kept under observation by the shore sanitary authorities during the 
period of incubation of the disease for which the vessel was quaran- 
tined. This is the usual method of procedure. Closer supervision is 
kept of vessels known to be from an infected port and these are liable 
to inspection upon arrival by the port sanitary official. The statement 
that England has abolished quarantine is true in this sense, that the 
great majority of vessels entering her home ports proceed at once to 
dock without quarantine inspection, but it is not true in regard to this 
port, at least in the cases of vessels having on board quarantinable 
disease. 

Eespectfully, H. S. Mathewson, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine Hospital Service. 

Report from Southampton. 

Southampton, England, February 17, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that the following vessel was inspected 
and passed at this port during the week ended February 17, 1900 : 
Wednesday, February 14, steamship Alter, of the North German Lloyd 
Line, bound for New York with passengers and cargo. There were 
inspected and passed 3 steerage and 2 second -cabin passengers, and 3 
pieces of large luggage. No rejections and no disinfection. The Ameri- 
can line ship has gone into dry dock here, so there will be no vessel sail- 
ing from this port on Saturday, the 17th instant. 

Eespectfully, W. C. Hobdy, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 

FRANCE. 

Report from Havre. 

Havre, France, February 20, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that during the week ended February 
17 bills of health were issued to 2 vessels : the St. Simon for Porto Bican 
ports and La Normandie for New York. The latter carried 419 passen- 



